

Adopted 10/24/17


Introduced by Council Member Dennis and Co-Sponsored by Council Members Crescimbeni, Carter, Anderson, Newby, Morgan, R. Brown,  Wilson and R. Gaffney: 



RESOLUTION 2017-713-A
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING JACKSONVILLE ZOO AND GARDENS’ W.I.L.D. (WILDLIFE IMMERSION AND LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT) PROGRAM, AND PARTICULARLY HONORING W.I.L.D. AMBASSADOR MARQUESE FLUELLEN ON BEING NAMED BY THE NORTH AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION AS ONE OF ITS “TOP 30 UNDER 30” YOUNG GAME CHANGERS IN ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATION; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in 2016 The Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens launched the W.I.L.D. (Wildlife Immersion and Leadership Development) Program, an initiative which provides youth from under-supported communities in Jacksonville with leadership training and employment opportunities, funded in part through a Jacksonville Journey grant; and


WHEREAS, the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens is committed to fostering future generations of a diverse, conservation-minded citizenry, and to that end, the W.I.L.D. Program recruits youth aged 15-18 from underserved and under-represented communities to train as education staff, conducting live animal interpretation and outreach programming to a variety of audiences both on Zoo grounds and at locations throughout the community, increasing their knowledge of zoology and animal and plant conservation while at the same time honing skills in self-assessment, teamwork and teambuilding, as well as career and academic readiness; and


WHEREAS, Marquese Fluellen, an 18-year old senior at Wolfson High School, has worked as a W.I.L.D. Ambassador for the past 2 years and has grown into a skillful public speaker, an emerging mentor for first-year staff, and an inspiring member of his community, helping to spread environmental awareness and scientific literacy; and 

WHEREAS, Mr. Fluellen, highly praised by the Zoo staff as a kind, selfless, energetic and articulate leader, was recently selected as one of the North American Association for Environmental Education’s “Top 30 Under 30”, recognizing individuals in the U.S. and internationally, 30 years of age or younger, who are game changers in their communities in taking on leadership positions to make a difference for the planet through engagement, relationship-building and by using the power of education to create change; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the Jacksonville Zoo and Gardens W.I.L.D (Wildlife Immersion and Leadership Development) Program for its outstanding work in fostering wildlife and environmental conservation awareness among young people, particularly from under-served and under-represented communities, while at the same time promoting leadership training, employment opportunities and important life skills.

Section 2. 
The City also hereby commends and congratulates W.I.L.D. Ambassador Marquese Fluellen on being named as one of the North American Association for Environmental Education’s “Top 30 Under 30” young game changers in environmental education, and wishes him the very best of success in his future education and career. 

Section 3.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research

GC-#1160357-v1-Dennis_-_Jacksonville_Zoo_WILD_Program_-_Marquese_Fluellen.doc
1
- 2 -


